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WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, Auguft 21, 1797. 





The CATTLE DISTEMPER, 


General diforder amongft the cattle, having broke out 

in France, the Minifter of the Interior has. properly ad- 

drefled aletter tothe Adminiftrators of every Department, ree 

quiring them to make known what was held from the beft au« 

thorities to be the caufe, the beit modes of cure, and of pre» 
venting the progrefs of the diftemper. 

The caufe of the diforder, he ftates, tobe the feeding of the 
cattle on damaged hay, as the malady has chiefly appeared near 
the banks of great rivers, where the meadows, from the Jate 
inceffant rains, have all been overflowed.—As the lands 
bordering onthe Thames have of late been fimilarly circum- 
ftaniced, we think we cannot render a fervice of more utility 
to our readers, than by ftating the commanications pf the 
French Minifter, refpecting the cure and prevention of this 
difeafe. 

The firft effe&t of this damaged food, he obferved, is an in= 
flammation of the lungs, or the liver, but more frequently of ‘the 
former. Nature attempts to remove the malady, by produ- 
cing an eruption; which, in gencral, covers t'*: body of the 
animal, The views of art fhould, therefore, be directed cie 
ther to bring about, or to‘fupply the abfence of, this eruption. 

The ufe of cordials, he obferves, to which recourfe is gene 
rally had in thefe cafes, has, in moft inftances, proved ineffece 
tual Ithas been found by experience, that wine, brandy, cyder, 
beer, pepper, cinnamon, nutmeg, ginger, mithridate, treacle,” 
bark, and othe: heating medicines, are of no effect in fmalk 
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dofes; and when adminiftered in large ones, have no other effet 
but to increafe the inflammation, 

It is, therefore, only from exterior applications that a cure can 
be expected. When one beaft is affefted, the whole of thofe 
in the fame thed or ftable fhould be fubje@ed to the fame treat- 
ment. Theoperation which he recommends is the infertion 
of a feton, or rowel, in the dewlap (/e fanon). The rowel being 
charged with a cauftick of white hellebore, fublimate, or arfe- 
nick, will tend to draw the humour from the lungs, &c. and 
fhould be placed lengthways, in order to favour its evacuation. 

If this operation fhould not, in fifteenor twenty hours, 
produce a fufficient {welling, a bliftering plafter fhould be put 
to each fide of the cheft, the hair being firft haved. This plaf- 
ter is compofed of one ounce of cantharides, and the fame 
quantity of euphorbium, mixed with barm. Every morning 
the animal is to have a dofe of pepper, garlick, afla-foetida, to- 
bacco, and horfe radith, all mixed together, or as many, at leaft, 
of the ingredients as can be procured. Its hay is to be fprin- 
kled with water, in a quart of which a handful of falt has been 
diffolved. Its drink fhould be water whitened with bran, with 
a fmall admixture of vinegar. 

Fo prevent the return or {preading of the diforder, the bo- 
dies of the dead animals fhould be carefully interred, and co- 
vered. The ftables fhould be cleanfed, not by fumigation, but 

by wathing with water, and airing. If the floor be of earth, 
the furface, to the depth of three or four inches, fhould be re« 
moved, and buried, and the remainder clofely beaten down, to 
prevent any evaporation.—The cattle are not to be permitted 
to re-enter the feds until they are perfectly dried. 

This article’ is figned Benezech, and counterfigned by 
Carnot, and the Secretary of the Directory. 





Interefling Particulars as to the new French Miniftry, 
BP Bhar sis st anit cpeteyee who is defcended from 


one of the moft ancient and illuftrious families of 
France, broug™t himfelf into fuch difrefpect by his immoral 
and diffipated conduct under the monarchial government, that 
it was with the utmoft dificulty he obtained a bifhoprick. 
Lewis XVI. thewed very great relutance in agreeing to cons 
fer this bigh favour on him, and was at length prevailed upon 
to accede to the promotion, in confequence of the requett of 
the Count de Perigord, who on his deathebed begged it asthe 
laft 
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laft mark of his Majefty’s confidence and prote€tion. He 
affifted at the States-General, and his condué there was con- 
formable to the revolutionary principles which be profeffed. 
He has been frequently reproached with perfidy: But cruelty 
by no means conftitutes a trait in his chara@er. Having been 
raifed to the head of the conftitutional church of France, he con- 
fecrated the firft bifhops who offered themfelves ; but, fatisfied 
with letting the wolves into the theep-fold, he immediately after 
abandoned that church by refigning his bifhoprick. Towards 
the end of the Confticuent Affembly, he attempted to ftop the 
perfecution then fet on foot againft the Roman Catholic priefts, 
by proving in the tribunc, that they could not be confidered as 
refraGtory, fince none could fall within that defcription but 
thofe who violate a Jaw which they had pledged themfelves to 
obferve. On this principle, he clearly fhewed that the per- 
fecuted priefts could not be pronounced refraGtory, as they 
had never acknowledged the law, with the infringement of 
which they were accufed. He was afterwards appointed one 
of the Adminiftrators of the Department of Paris; and by 
the fpirit which he difplayed, in conjunétion with his colleagues, 
in enforcing the execution of the conftitutional laws, he ex 
pofed himfelf to the refentment of Pethion, Mayor of Paris, 
and of the whole republican party. 

His next public fituation was that of fuperintending the 
embafly to England, entrufted to Chauvelin; who, both on the 
ground of inexperience and incapacity, ftood very much in 
need of the acknowledged talents of Taleyrand-Perigord, 
When the republican faction feized on the government of the 
ftate, he decidedly refufed to be concerned in a confpiracy 
propoled by the leaders of the party in France, which had for 
its object the effecting a revolution in this country, and for 
the promotion of which, emiffaries were at that time dif- 
patched to England. This conduct very much difpleafed the 
republicans, and it was in vain that he tried to regain the con- 
fidence of the democracy’ by fending to Paris a written pro= 
feffion of his republican principles. He therefore continued 
at London, and is known to have been in habits of the greateft 
intimacy with many perfons notorious for their difaffettion to 
our government. His indifcretions oceafioned an order tor 
his immediately quitting the kingdom. His return to France 
appears tohave been occafioned by the hope of being chofen 
among the new-third; but in this expectation, he was com- 
pletely difappointed, as it was a fettled point throughout the 
country, but more particularly at Paris, to keep out af the 
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legiflature all thofe who had given caufe for fufpicion during 
the revolution, Uhus difappointed in his favourite object, he 
had recourfe to the protection of L’ Abbe Syeyes, and became 
a Member of the Clubof Montmorency. He has, fince his 
late refidence at Paris, diftinguithed himfelf by feveral poli- 
tical compofitions, which he read at the Jn/ffitut National; and 
has at length obtained the appointment of Minifter of Foreign 
Affairs. In his execution of this impertant office, the public 
will naturally expe& from him a dilplay of real talents, and 
unequivocal behaviour, 

Le Nox pe ta Rocue was formally an advocate at the 
Parliament of Grenoble, where he bore the reputation of a 
man of grea: talcuts but with a bad heart; he wrote feveral 
years for the Paris newipapers. When the revolution broke 
out, he vecame one of its moft zealous promoters, and 
publithed, with the affiftance of Condurcet and Chapelier, a 
periodical work, entitled— Bibliotheque Politique, Diplo- 
matique, Economique,” he was one of the editors of the 
Mercure, after the celebrated Mallet du Pan had left that 
Journal 5 he wrote for tue Moniteur and for the Dire-tory, on 
diplomatic fubjects, on public law, and onthe operation of the 
Jegiflative body, ail which points he treated in the molt re- 
volutionary ftyle and manner, It is by this means he has 
obtained the place of Miniiter of Police, in which ftation 
he will be able to reduce to practice his alarming and vexa- 
tious doctrine. . 

Francois DE Neur-CHaTEau was the fon of a fchool- 
matter ; he began, when a child, to diftinguith himfelf in the 
career of Belles Lettres, and afterwards wrote verfes which do 
honour to his talents. Being appointed Attorney-General at 
St. Domingo, he iffued a ridiculous proclamation againft 
Ducking, having himfelf been rather too rudely ducked on 
pafling the Line the firft time. 

As Member of the Legiflative Affembly for the Department 
of Vofges, he difplayed all the irritability of his temper, in 
continual invectives againft the clergy, and againft every 
thing which concerned religious worfhip. By placing fuch a 
man at the head of the Home Department, the Directory has 
let us into the fecret of its opinions, relative to the relolutions 
of the legiflative body on the freedom of religious worlhip, 
and on the return ef the banithed prietts. 

PLevitre Peray diftinguithed himlelf during the feven 
years war, as Commander of the privateer Colibri, which 
belonged to arich fhipsowner at Marleilles, of the name of 
George 
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George Roux de Corfe, who was foclifh enough to ifluea 
manifefto againft George, King of Great Britain, and in the 
courfe of that war realifed the favle of the Earthen and Iron 
Pot. During tie peace he rendered Great-Britain an 
important fervice, by raifing above water, by means of an 
ingenious mac inery, an Engl fh frigate funk in the port of 
Marfeilles, for woich fervice he was handfomely rewarded by 
cur go ernment. In,the courfe of the revolution, he has. 
a@ed in Provence the part of one of its n.oft zealous pro- 
moters. Ir washe who was fent to Smyrna and other ports of 
the Levant, to plunder and pillage the property of all fuch 
French merchants and thip-owners, as took no part in the 
revolution, He poffeiles the repu:ation of av able fca.nan, and 
is endowed with uncommon difcernment and .cutenefs, efpe- 
cially of that defcription which hides icfelf under the outward 
appearance of bluntnefs and good-nature; As to wis minif- 
terial talents, he has hitherto had no other opportunity of dif 
playing them, than during a fhort ftay at Pailadelphia, where 
his conduct met general difapprobation, 

GeENsRAL Hocue is fufficiently known by his putting an 
endtothe war of the Chouans and La Vendce; he is the fon 
of a coachman of Verfailles. He was, at the commencement 
of the revolution, corporal in the regimentof French Guards, 
and very much contributed to the revolt of that corps Ro- 
befpierre, who was diflatistied with his conduét in the different 
aétions that happened in 1794, near the Lines of Weiflem- 
burgh, ordered him to be arretted, and he wasimprifoned. It 
is now publicly known, that in bafe compliance with the 
perfidy of Tallien, he violated the verbal capitulation made 
with the gallant but unfortunate Sombreuil, and became the 
infamous agent of the maflacres, which muft ftain the page of 
hiftory with as crimfon a hue as even thofe of the 2d of 
September. He fucceeded in quelling the Chouans, when he 
“as mo longer apprehenfive of the proceedings of the 
Jacobins; and the fuccefles of the French republicans in 
La Vendee and Bretagne, were the work both of his head and 
hang. 





An ANECDOTE. 


4 i ‘HE following anecdote is particularly recommended to 
the conlideration of Captains of Ships : 


« A gen- 
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« A gentleman who had been on board a Maltefe thip of 
war obferved, hanging to the taffarel, a block of wood almoft 
like a buoy, and fo balanced that one end always f{wam upright, 
earrying a little flag-ftaff with afmall vane: The perfon who 
was on duty on the poop had orders to cut the rope by which 
this buoy hung, on any cry of a perfon’s having fallen over- 
board ; and as the block would be in the fhip’s wake by the 
time the perfon floated therein, he was fure of having fomething 
at hand to fuftain him till the boat fhould come to his af- 
fiftance ; and fhould thattake fo long a time to do as that 
the diftance from the fhip to the man rendered him invifible, 
yet the boat’s crew would have a mark to row towards him, 
fhewn to them by the vane.” 

The many lives that are loft, by men falling overboard, pars 
ticularly in blowing weather whena fhip cannot eafily nor 
fafely hove-to, nor a boat be quickly hoifted out, require fome 
attention to guard againft the accident; and this Maltefe con- 
trivance feems fo eafy, practicable, and likely to be efficient, 
that we ftrongly advife the adoption of it in every fhip; the 
Captain of which has any feelings of humanity, or any con- 
cern for his own intereft, ia preferving the lives of perhaps 
fome of his beft feamen. 





Jnterefting Account of the Life and tragical Death of 
Count R*¥***** gy, commonly called F. G. Meyer, 


(Continued from Page 126.) 


ROM that time, I fear, the idea of fuicide took deep root 
in his mind, an idea which he had before cherifhed, for, 
éuring the firft few days of his imprifonment, he fwallowed 
Jaudanum ; but the quantity being fmall, it occafioned only 
ftrong convulfions and hyfterics. Once, at another time, this 
idea efcaped him in a letter, which I fhall notice hereafter, 
But in an earneft converfation on the fubjeét, this unfortunate 
youth declared to me, that he had wholly abandoned his pure 
pofe. My fears on that head did not, however, diminifh; and, 
in general words, | communicated thofe fears to the proper 
perions, leaving the reft to the vigilance of the two police- 
officers who attended him by day and by night, and to the cer- 
tainty which I thought there was, that he pofiefied neither 
drugs nor inftruments, well knowing that he could not, on 
any inducement, either purchafé the one of the other. ‘This 
9 fear, 
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fear, which had given me much eafinefs, entirely vanifhed on 
the fatal morning, and even at the inftant that he effected his 
horrible defign. 

When the day firft appointed for carrying the fentence into 
effect began to draw near, my fpirits and my body were dif- 
compofed and afflicted, through pity and participation. I ac- 
knowledged the juftnefs of the punifhment, but lamented the 
law’s feverity. 1 fuffered anguifh with and alfo for the prifo- 
ner. Sometimes, indeed, I doubted whether the compaffion 
which I felt, was weaknefs oc: virtue. But ftill it increafed, 
in proportion as I faw that he equally interefted ail who fure 
rounded him, that every one imbibed the like compaffion, and 
that all the keepers even, however accuftomed to fuch {cenes, 
which certainly tend to harden the fibres of clemency, weeped 
with him, and bemoaned his deftiny. I alfo obferved, with 
aftonifhment, more than once, that men of various ranks who 
vifited the culprit, bearing with them ftrong prepofieffions in 
his disfavour, quickly returned from the dungeon, having their 
eyes furcharged with tears, and evidently imprefled with feel- 
ings that always equalled, and fometimes exceeded, thofe which 
agitated my own bofom, 

I confidered the prifoner, thus, as a defaulter, it is true; but, 
as an individual, more entitled to pity than deferving of abe 
horrence: I thought, a thoufand times, “ My God! what is 
man! A youth of fafhion, defcended from a noble family, 
born in {plendour, the joy of his parents, baptifed with pomp, 
educated with care, and gradually advancing to pofts of ho-~ 
nour and importance, fails, ah! how unhappily ! into the 
hands of loofe companions ; learns to fport with religion, 
ftifles his confcience by ftrengthening his mind in unbelief; 
entangles himfelf in the {nares of voluptuouinefs, play, and 
debauchery ; confumes his property, and proftitutes the agie 
lity of his {pirit and bis body, to reftore thofe loffes by plun- 
der, which indifcretion liad occafioned! A youth, tco, who, 
in converfation, was remarkable for his vivacity, politenefs, 
and judgment; who has an abhorrence of the crimes to which 
he was unthinkingly, and by traniient fuccefs, precipitated 5 
this youth, in the thort period of a few weeks, deicends from 
giddinefs to villainy, is unexpectedly apprehended, convicted, 
deprived of honour and luxury, confined in a mifcrable and 
gloomy dungeon, where the light of Heaven never enters, 
condemned to death, treated as a peft of fociety, and waiting 
einly to end his exiflence on the gallows ! 
The 
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The Danith Conful refiding in Rotterdam, had early inte- 
refted himfelf in the culprit’s behalf, and even, before fen- 
fentence, folicited of the Provincial) Government of Holland 
a mitigation of punifhment, or a refpite; but this requeft was, 
by advice of the Court, deemed inadmiffible. However, after 
fentence had been pronounced, thofe endeavours were re= 
newed. His Excellency the Baron Von Schubart, Chamber 
lain and Envoy of his Majefty the King of Denmark, by the 
Dutch Republic, fupported that requeft with as much zeal as 
humanity, While this application was depending, his Excel- 
lency fent from the Hague an exprefs, with intimation that all 
would prove ufelefs, unlefs the perfons wio had been robbed 
confented to fign a declaration, “ That they, as the injured 
parties, and as Chriftians, forgave the prifoner all his offences 
towards them ; and, fo far as they were concerned, would mas 
nifeft a with to fee the object of the petition, in his favour, 
fulfilled.” 

At this momentous period, I tecame for the firft time, his 
advocate with the world; my interference was folicited, in 
order to move thofe perfons in the prifoner’s behalf. Should 
I have been a man or a brute, a preacher of Chriftianity or a 
Devil, if I had refufed this office, or even thought it a point 
that wanted confideration ? Within two or three hours, all 
was brought into a comfortable train of accommodation, the 
circumftances of which I fhall not here relate. This is all 
that I effected towards the confervation of the prifoner’s life. 
A few individuals, indeed, feeing the profpe@ thus begin to 
brighten, added their exertions from. friendfhip towards me. 
Now and then, too, [ ventured to defend the prifoner egainft 
prejudices, falfe reports, and the wicked interpretations of ig- 
norance, for infinuations were often circulated, that but little 
accorded with humanity. 

In the meantime, how was my heart rejoiced, when, the 
day before that appointed for this unhappy man’s execution, 2 
refpite arrived for him 3 his cafe being, once more, laid before 
the Court of Holland, for confideration and advice! A faint 
say of hope now illumined the receffes of defpair. 

The principal Officer of the Police, and Sheriffs, who, as 
Judges, tad condemned the prifoner, but, as men, felt every 
fentiment of compaffion for him, requeited me to inform the 
miferable youth of this occurrence, and to prepare him with 
circumfpetion for receiving it from the mouth of his Judges. 
After fo many painful meetings, I now haftened to enjoy one 
agreeable moment with the unfortunate culprit; 1 approaciicd 

him 























KLY ENTERTAINER, 149 
him with unuftal celerity—he was rather alarmed than glad— 
ber {till he ew into my arms, and embraced me, while tears of 
mixed fenfibility flowed from his eyes: The recclleétion of 
yt Moment yet rejoices my heart !—Wher this pleafing agi- 
tation hata Letle fubfided, 1 fienified to him, that the reafons 
for fear {till continued greater than the grounds of hope. He 
owned, after [bad concluded, that be rather panted for death, 
unaccompanied by the ignominy that was attached to the 
execution of his fer ores than for a life that, at beft, muft be 
unhappy, ¢ nd that a 2yS wou: ld be embittered on recarting gto 
the palit, ‘That which made the moft fenfible im prefion” on 
my mind, was the following exclamation :—“ My God ! is 
it pofible that thofe perfons whom I have wronged and injured 


can have forgiven me? I have not merited any one’s com- 
padiion ns 


‘ 


At length, on ThurfUay the rgth of May, the fatal tidings 
ved. The Court of Holland, after deliberate confidera- 
ny refolved that the law fhould take its due courfe ; and in 
nf-quence, after another ineffeQual application had been 
ma i to the Sheriffs by a celebrated advocate, execution with 
the rope ‘was unalterably fixed for the enfuing Thurlday, 
May y 20. 

J once more received a requcft from the Judges, (but with 
very different fenfations than before) to prepare the unhappy 
priloner for the difclofure of his doom, and to afford him my 
afiance an the folemn moment fhou!d arrive. 

With a beating heart, and feet that unwillingly performed 
their funQions I approached | his dungeon. Mourntully [im- 
parted to him thofe tidings, pregnant with infamy and death. 
Having heard the melancholy purport of my vifit, he ftood 
fpcechlels, but extremely tranquil, and, after an interval of 
fome minutes, the only anfwer [ received was an emphatical 
“ God blefs you !”? an expreffion to which he was much ace 
cuftomed, and that he always pronounced in Englifh, Our 
converfation, afterwards, was impreflive, affeAing, and foe 
lemn: We invoked the Almighty’s interpofition, and | went 
home, penetrated to the foul. 

That day, and the three following, to Sunday night, he re- 
fleffed deeply, was ferious, exceedingly zealous, and feemed 
to feel more than ever the influence of truth. He even {poke 
with tran{fport of the amiable character of Jefus, (viewed as 
a man) from the incident of the adulterefs, which bad met his 
oblervation that day in the Gofpel, John 8; a chapter which 
afforded us an abundance of matter, for difcourfing on th 
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actual greatnefs of Jefus Chrift. He was extremely defirous 
to know what text I fhould chufe for my difcourfe at church ; 
and when I fhewed him Luke, xiii. v. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, he flew 
into my arms, wept bitterly, and afterwards joined me earneltly 
in prayer. 

(To be continued.) 





PROPOSALS for an ACADEMY of LYING. 


Jo th PRINTERS. 

SIRS, 

HAVE often exprefled my aftonifhment, that among all the 

inftitutions for polite and gentcel education, no academy 
has yet been fet up for the purpofe of teaching how to deviate 
from truth, in the neateft and beft manner. Surely fuch an 
inftitution would be highly ufeful, in preventing thofe clumfy 
and palpable lies, which create difputes and quarrels, and 
which, being eafy of deteCion, are attended with none of the 
beneficial confequences which follow a neat and well covered 
affertion of this kind. Indeed, I can fearce form an idea of an 
inftitution that would be found more univerfally ufeful, that 
would include a greater number of cafes of importance, 
or that would accommodate itfelf to the urgent wants and 
neceflity of a greater number of perfons, high and low, rich 
and poor, fathers and children, hufbands and wives, mafters 
and fervants. In aword, it would be of great ufe and ime 
portance to an immenfe proportion of “ all people that on 
earth do dwell,” efpecially thofe who live in civilized fociety, 
for I cannot find that the favage life requires any very particular 
diflike to truth, and hence they practife its oppofite either not 
atall, or in a very barbarous and rude manner, and liable to 
inftant dete€tion. 

But permit me, Sir, more particularly, to fhow the ad- 
vantages that would arife from an academy for lying. In the 
firft place, then, every perfon muft have experienced the dif- 
ficulty of a firft lie, how ftammeringly it is pronounced, with 
what want of confidence and felf-poffeffion, often too with a 
blufh, and fuch hefitation as leads to immediate fufpicion, if 
not detection. Now this is really fhocking, for a lie told in 
this manner is really no lic at all, because it does not an{wer the 
purpofes of its creation, It deceives nobody, and produces 
none of the cifedts which he who makes it, and makes it fo une 
workmanilikey 






























JS 


o=< 0 


ar oO oS HD OM 


pala i i i | 

















THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 151 


workman-like, propofed tohimfelf. And why is it that people 
are allowed, efpecially young people, to blunder on in this 
manner? I will tell you. Itis becaufe fome wife heads have 
fuppofed that lying is natural, and therefore requires no in- 
ftruGtion. Sir, they might as well fay that reading and writing 
are natural, or that breeches-making is natural A man may 
learn to fcribble without inftrutions, and he may make a pair 
of breeches without inftructions, but who would wear them ? 
Would they not, at the firft glance, difcover the hand of a 
botcher ? I do not believe that lying is natural, unlels in 
certain inftances. I think I have obferved that in fome it is 
hereditary, and I’ll allow that it might very readily defcend 
from father tofon. So may the gout, and yet no perfon will 
be fo bold as to fay that the gout is natural. The gout, too, 
isa cafe in point, in another refpe€t, for although a man may 
give it to his child, yet if he do not at the fame time inftruct 
him in thofe elegant luxuries by which the gout is brought to 


-perfe&tion, it is tento one whether he ever exhibit more than 


flight fymptoms of it. Some people, too, feem to have 
mufic, painting, and mathematics naturally, yet if you deny 
them every portion of inftraCtion, their genius will be of 
that kind which, according to the poet, is “* born to blufh 
unfeen,” 

Lying, therefore, is not natural, or if at all natural, if natural 
in any degree, it cannot exift, and rife to perfe€tion, without 
inftru@ions, and fuch inftru&tions are what would be afforded 
by the academy I propofe to inftitute. The younger the pupil 
is fent to fuch an academy, the more proficiency he would 
make. That is no more than we expect in all cafes of in- 
ftru€tion. But the lectures and precepts given there might be 
fuited to all ages, and I fhould fuppofe it would be as: eafy to 
teach “ grown gentlemen,” to lie, as to dance, for which 
latter we have many academies, no doubt of great reputation. 
Indeed, I can eafily fuppofe that perfons fomewhat advanced, 
would moft frequently be the pupils of this academy, for 
children feldom have fo much occafion for the art, as thofe who 
are fetting out in life. 

And this brings me, fecondly, to obferve the infinite variety 
of perfons who think lying neceflary in order to live come 
fortably and profitably. I fhall firft inftance a clafs which is 
extremely numerous, and includes men of all ranks and pro~ 
feffions, I mean politicians. Of this extenfive body, very 
few could exift without lying, and lying, too, in the moft in- 
genious and truth-like manner. For proof of this I need 
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only appeal to the political pamphlets and newfpapers of the 
day, written on nik fides of the queftion, and need only 

my readers what would be the cafe with the arguments of 
either party, were they to be founded on literal inftead of’ 
imaginary facts. From pamphlets aid newfpapers, let us 
defcend to political converfation, which, however, is feldom 
much more than the echo of thefe, and we fhal! find that broad 
unqualified affertion, exaggeration a..d extravagance of efti- 
nae, are abfolutely neceilary to fupport the reipective caules 
of the difputants, that is to lay, to embitter them againft one 
another, and to keep them afunder, the only ufes I ever could 
difcover for the zea] and warmth of political converfation. 

Fora very ingenious tract upon this fubje ty I beg leave to 

refer my readers to “ Piopofals for printing a very curious 
difcourfe entitied the Art of Political Lying, ” written by 
Dr, Jonathan Swift, and printed inhis works. I differ sonnet 
what from the learned author in his ideas of promoting the a 
of lying. I am for an academy; he is tor a i, tah 
I thall abridge his ideas on this point, becaufe, if approved, 
they will not fupercede the utility of early education. He 
propofes to unite the feveral {maller corporations of liars into one 
focicty; that this fociety ought to confiit of the heads of each 
party ; that no lie is to pafs current without their approba- 
tion, they being the beft judges of the prefent exigencies, and 
what fort of lyes are demanded; that in fuch a corporation 
there ought to be men of all profeflions, that decency and pro 
bability may be obferved as much as poffible ; that befide the 
perfons above mentioned, this fociety ought to confift of the 
hopeful geniufes about the town, (of which there are great 
plenty to be picked up in the feveral coffec-houfes) travellers, 
virtuofos, fox-hunters, jockies, attornies, old feamen and 
foldiers out of the hofpitals of Greenwich aud Chellea: To 
this fociety, fo conftituted, ought to be committed the fole 
management of lying; thatin their outer room there ought 
always to attend fome perfons endowed with a great fleck of 
credulity, a generation that thrives mightily in this foil and 
climate: He thinks a fufficient number of them may be 
picked up any where about the Exchange ; thefe are to cire 
culate what the other coin, for no man fpreads a lie with fo 
good a grace as he who believes it; that the rule of the lociety 
be to invent a lie, or fometimes two, for every day, &c. &ce 
So much for the plan of the Dean cf St. Patrick’sy which may 
be well to fallow, but cannot in the nature of things precede 
the academy I propoie. 
Next 
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Next to politicians, we have another very confiderable claf& 
of men who do not confider truth as at all incumbent, | mean, 
rivals and enemies of whatfoever defcription, profeffion, calling 
orrank. Now to them, an academy which fhould teach the 
moft feafible and credible lies, would be of more importance 
than to any otherclafs of men (although, no queflion very 
important to all) becaufe rivals oa enemics always lie under 
the fu/picion of not adhering totruth, and itis a fufpicion which 
they convert intoa certainty, when they venture upon falfe+ 
hoods without having been thoroughly initiated in the whole 
art and myftery of lying. No man thinks himfelf bound to 
{peak truth of hisenemy or hisrival. But, granting t ais to be 
the cafe, to what purpofe is it that he leaves truth, unlefs he has 
been regula: ly bred to lying. A man ought not to leave one 
trade unlefs be has a certain profpect of faceeedi ing in another, 
far lefs ought he to pretend to lie, when his lies are of fuch an 
ilifhapen, clum{y manufacture, as to deceive nobody, when fo 
full of boles and feams as to cifcover the naked truth a 
once. And how is this to be avoided, but by a regular courf 
of inftructions ? 

This clafs, namely, rivals and enemies, includes fo very 
great a proportion of men of ail trades and callings, that 
[have not thought it necefiary to divide them into aittits, 
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mechanics, authors, fhopkeepers, and innkeepers. ‘The ree 
marks | have to offer will fuit them all generally. And Ict me 


afk then, why it is that they find lying io unprofitable, jfo oftea 
deteted, and therefore fo often uleleis? It proceeds from the 
error above mentioned, that people truft to their natural 
genius, without confidering that lying is artificial 5 itis an art 
and myftery, not to be acquired without much education, and 
clofe thinking. It is not tobe taken up, like certain trades, 
without ferving an apprenticethip, or almoft any previous 
inftrution, It does not refemble truth in the lealt. ‘Truth 
is eafy and natural, and requires no kind of Spewgiery or 


fgrethougnt. ‘This any perton may be feafible of, who will but 
make the experiment for afew days. One advantage, aad a 


very great one it has over lying, is, that it does not require one 
twentieth part of ‘the memory rcquilite to a thorough-bred liar. 
Now as memory is a faculty which may be afieted by ace 
cidents, and is no more in our power to preferve, than fleeing, 
hearing, or fmelling, fome fticklers for truth have ufed this as 
an argument initsiavour, But it is not my purpole to defead 
truth, 


Ihave 
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I have now advanced fome inducements in favour of a ree 
gular academy, for teaching all manner of lies. I have fhown 
the neceflity of it to fome very numerous claffes of men, and 
I might, without rifk or fear,mention many others. Some 
may, perhaps, objec to the inftitution, on the fcore of its ex- 
tent, and, confequently, of its expence. Extenfive it un- 
doubtedly would be ; feveral academies would be wanted in 
London alone, and every town in the kingdom would require 
at leaft one. But in calculating the expence, we are to ob- 
ferve that it is not to be meafured by the expence attending 
other academies, or the two univerfities ; and this for many 
reafons. In the firft place, there would be no occafion for the 
fame length of attendance. Some inftru€ion I do hold as 
abfolutely neceflary, to qualify a man tolie with a good grace; 
but I have not faid that it would require a very great length of 
time. Many hundreds have been taught to lie in a much 
fhorter {pace than they were taught to read Latin, or folve a 
problem in Euclid. And, fecondly, fhould the inftitution of 
academics exprefsly for this purpofe, be thought inconvenient, 
it might be added as a branch of the education commorly 
given in fchools and univerfities ; and this, upon maturer re- 
fiction, might be done to great advantage; the boys would 
not complain of this additional inftru€tion, becaufe it would 
enable them to purfue their other ftudies with better effet, and 
by the time they had learned to deceive both their mafters and 
parents, they might be confidered as having finifhed their edu- 
cation, and being fit to go abroad into polite countries, or rove 
at home in genteel companies. I am not certain that fome 
private inftruCtions are not at this moment given in {chools, 
for I have known fome youths acquire there a proficiency in 
the art, which I could not otherwife account for, and to which 
their proficiency in other branches of learning bore no ade- 
quate proportion. ‘The additional expence, therefore, would 
be trifling, and were it even more, I think no perfon who fets 
a value upon lying, would grudge to be made mafter of the 
art at almoft any expences. ‘The fuccefs of it mutt entirely 
depend on the {kill employed, and that fkill might furely be re 
duced to a fyftem of inftructions. Men ought not to com- 
plain of the expence of the theory, when they fo often fudjcct 
themfelves to pay for the practice. 

Whoever confiders how univerfal the practice of departing 
from truth is, will not reproach me for propofing a {cheme of 
fo great national utility, as I have now advanced. It may be 
liable to objections, but what fcheme is not liable to objece 
9 tions ¢ 
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tions ? I donot aflume the merit of an inventor on this occa- 
fion. Iam only for improving the invention of others, and 
I hope I fhall efcape the cen/ure poured upon thofe who are 
for overturning ancient fyftems, in order to advance new and 
unheard-of experiments. It may be objected, that lying, with 
all the advantages of my intended academy, will yet, in many 
cafes, be difficult and dangerous, and that the contrary prace 
tice is by much the eafieft. Thofe who are fwayed by fuch 
an argument as this, are heartily welcome to all the advantages 
they may derive from it. Men who confult their eafe and 
convenience only, and interefted men, that is, men who are 
ever attentive to their true interefts, will prefer fuch an argue 
ment ; but the cafe will be otherwife with the claffes of pere 
fons whom I have mentioned in this letter, and who have too 
much courage and refolution to be deterred from any practice, 
merely becaufe it happens not to be quite fo eafy as fome other 
practice. Men who confult their eafe, may ftill adhere to 
truth ; but thofe who love buftle, ftorms, and tempeits, and 
wonderful feats of ingenuity, hair- breadth fcapes, and cafual- 
ties, will be happy to have an academy eftablifhed upon the 
plan I propofed, and will not be deterred by the apprehenfions 
of timid men. 
I am, Sir, &c. 
RIDENS DICENS VERUM. 





ACCOUNT of a remarkable MURDER. 

A" atrocious act has juft been cemmitted at Verfailles, 

remarkable both on account of the exceffive cruelty of 

the perpetrator, and of the unforefeen event by which the ine 
tended victim was preferved : 

The wife of a citizen was brought to beda few days ago. 
The father made choice of a man, whom he had known for 
feveral years, to be the godfather. On their wayto church, 
where the infant was to be baptized, it was obferved that a lying= 
in was become a very expeniive bulinefs, and that this was not 
a time for getting children, “ It happened very fortunately,” 
faid the father, ‘that I received fifty Louis yefterday: It is true 
that they do not belong to me, but I have a commiffion on 
them,and can befides make free with any part of the fum which 
I may need.” 

Whenthe ceremony was concluded, the godfather made a pre- 
text of being cailed away on an urgent bulinefs, and begged the 
father to fee the godmother and the other women of the party 
to their homes. He {et of inttantly to the woman in the 
ftraw, 
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ftraw,'who expreffed her furprife at fecing him thus early, 
* Your hufband,” faid he, “ has requefted me to fend the 


nurfeto him, for fowe purpofe, and | am to ftay with you in 


7 


the mean time.” Having fa 4 hiss he appreached the bed, 
prefented a piftol to the breaft of the terrificd female 
manded the ky of the defk, and the fi‘ty Lou:s it contained, 
“© How!” faid the wretched woman, * my friend, i 
ble that you can be guilty of fuch an aG@ion?*® © Don’ 


i 
to me of friend,” faid ‘the fcoundrel: ** The key, or 1 will 











murder you.” He now proceeded to take poflefiion of what- 

everhe could find. * Come,” faid he,to the woman, who 
as more dead than alive, © as itis pofliicle you may denounce 

me, you thal] choole the fort c f death you may prefer: fay, whee | 

ther you will be firangled, poi } wil J, or hanged ?°—** How, : 

my frienc,”’ ob Grea 1 the fond ale, “ is it poflible that you are 

about to become a murderer?”? © There isnotime to be 


faid the villain; © be — or I fhall inftantly 
refolution. "—** Well 





The mifcreant placed himfelf on a ftocl, fattened a larce 
ftaple to the cieling, and tied toit a rope with a flip kno*, 
throu at which he paffed his arm, to fee whether the itaple 
would hold. ‘The ftooi fell from under him, and he remained ‘ 
fulpended by the knot, which tightened more and more, ia 


proportion to the efforts he made toextricate himfclf It would 
be dificult to defcribe the fituation of the female, who was 
not able to quit her bed. The rafcal, in his tarn, implore 
“od pity and compafiion, ‘“* My friend,” faid he, “ my dear 
friend, help to extricate me from my embarafiment: I will ree 
r tie to youall that [ have taken.”” * My friend,”* the repli- 
ed, ‘* you fhall remain where you are.” He did fo, until the 


return of the hufband and the nurfe, who,found him with his 
pockets filled with the plunder, und by whom he was delivered 
into the hands of juftice. 


AN ANECDOTE ' 
h R. Burke held a high rank in politics, and was gifted far 
j Ass above his contemporaries,; but was oftentimes an ufe- 
lefs, znd fometimes a dangerous auxiliary, becaufe he wanted 
{kill to manage his prodig ous powers. In this particular he 
refembied a fine frigate we once tock from the French, called 
Le Chariot Rayal, but by the failors The Mad Bull; becauley 
from her exceffive length, fhe never anfwered the helm, bute 
ran foul of every veflelin the flect. fter having tricd he 
| 





a 


for fome time, fhe was declared unfest iceable, and conver 
into an hofpital-fh 
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Anfwer, by Oedipus, of Yeovil, to W. Harris's Anagram, inferted 
May 8. 


4 HE mellow PEAR is what you mean; 
hy And REAP is fure, to gather grain; 
Expunge a letter, and ’tis clear; 

EAR is the part "twill make appear. 


tk t§t{ We have received the like anfwer from S. Hill, Dawe 
ill lih; Thomas Bullock, of St.Columb; J. Bullock, junior, of 
Plymouth; and P. Gove, of Exon. 











Anfwer, by Adonis, of Lewefton, to W. Hoare’s Rebus, inferted 
May 8. 


ORACE, Sir, an honour’d name, 
Has earn’d —will reap eternal fame. 
ttt We have received the like anfwer from Leonora, of 
2 3 J. Williams, junior, of Plymouth; S. Hill, and 
> W. Bowbear, of Dawlifh; T. Bullock, of St. Columb; and 
; J. Gidley, junior, of Dean Prior. 





Sn 





4 R EB U & 
A‘ of Egypt firft exprefs, 


Whole misfortunes were numberlefs ; 
A foreign fruit I pray expound; 
And then a tax there muft be found; 
A town in Devon next I fay ; 
The wife of Orpheus then I pray; 
An Englifh city next make known; 
A King of Thrace muft laft be fhown. 
The initials, join’d aright, will tell, 
Your humble fervant’s name, farewell ! 








4 QUESTION, by X. X. of Dunfter. 
To the PRINTERS, 
SIRS, 


I gs days agol indulged myfelf with a walk in that p'ca- 
fant and fertile picce of land, adjoining this tows, knowa 
VoL. XXX, 2A by 
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by the name of The Lawns, part of the demefnes of Dunfter 
Cafile. After viewing with pleafure the fine colle€ion of 
oxen, fheep, and other cattle, which were grazing, I came to 
that fpot of it fet apart for hay, where I obferved three or four 
Jabourers who were employed in cutting down the grafs. The 
fervent heat of the fun, and their hard labour, occafioned the 
briny drops to trickle dewn from their brows in profufion, I 
muft remark that one of them appeared to be much lefs af- 
feted by labour than the reft, although he performed a tafk 
equal to his companions, with apparently lefs ftrength. This 
raifed in me a curiofity of examining their refpective fcythes, 
when I found thatthe one belonging to the perfon above al- 
luded to was bung (as their term is) different from the others, 
and the curve of the edge was alfo unlike the reft. Withing 
greatly to eafe thefe ufeful fet of men, inthis part of their em- 
ploy, I determined, Sirs, to fend you the above particulars, en- 
tertaining an idea that this inftrument might be conftructed on 
mathematical principles. Give me leave, therefore, to propofe, 
through the channel of The Weekly Entertainer, the following 
queftion to your mathematical corref{pondents. 


ADMIT the length of a fcythe, from the infide of the 
point to the infide of the heel thereof (meafuring ‘in a ftrait 
line) to be 36 inches—at what diftance on the fnead, from the 
heel of the {cythe, muft the firft handle or tugger be; the dif- 
tance of the two handles from each other, admitting a man’s 
arm to be 27 inches, and the diftance of the tip of each 
fhoulder 20 inches; alfo the nature of the curve of the edge of 
the fcythe, and the quantity of the angle which the abovemen- 
tioned ftrait line muft make with the inead, fo that the labourer 
may ule it with the greateft eafe poflible 

By inlerting the above you will lay an obligation on, 

Sir, your moft humble fervant, 

Dunfler, Fuly 24, 1797» X. X. 


ne ee SE SS SC wo St OMY: 
vA NE eT Mine et Ma et Ae Nl te el te a a a te ee 


*{* The Pinch of Rappee is too dull for infertion; and the 


Verfes by W. G. as well as the Lines on the approaching Harve/t, 
are too incorrect for infertion. 

$+t Corre/pondents who fend queftions, enigmas, ce. are rea 
qucjied ta fend with them their genuine folutions, or otherwife they 
mf? not expec? to fee what they fend inferted. 

$l Poftage of Letters muft be paid, or they will not be atq 
tended to. 


6 POETRY, 
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DESCRIPTION of a MODERN NOVEL. 
By Geoace Corman, Junior, Ef. 


6c Novel, now,” fays Will, ** is nothing more 
** Than an old caftle,—and a creaking door, 
** A diftant hovel’’— 
« Clanking of chains—a gallery—a light” 
¢* Old armour—and a phantom allin white—”’ 
‘© And there’s a novel.” 


** Scourge me fuch catchpenny inditers,”” 

** Out of theJand,” qdoth Will—roafing in paffion, 
«© And fye upon the readers of fuch writers, 

*¢ Who bring them into fafhion !”? 


Willrofe in declamation. ‘* Tis the bane,” 
Says he, ** Of youth ;—’tis the perdition: 
** It fills a giddy female brain 
** With vice, romance, luft, terror, pain, 
“© With fuperitition. 


** Were I a paftor in a boarding-fchool, 

** 1’d quath fuch books, in toto; it I could n’t, 
«© Let me but catch one Mifs that broke my rule, 

«« I'd flog her foundly ; d if I would n’t,’”” 


William, ’tis plain, was getting in a rage ; 
Bat, Thomas drily faid—for he was cool— 

** T think no gentleman would mend the age 
“ By flogging ladies at a boarding-fchool.” 


Dick knock’d the afhes from his pipe, 
“ And faid, “ Friend Will, 
** You give the novels a fair wipe; 
* Bar fill, 
** While you, my friend, with paffion run *em down, 
** They're in the hands of all the town.” 





“* The reafon’s plain, (proceeded Dick) 
** And fimply thus : 

** Tafte, over-glutted, grows deprav’d, and fick, 
** And needs a ftimulus, 


‘* ‘Time was, when honeft Fielding writ, 

** Tales fullof nature, character, and wit, 

** Were reckon’d mott delicious boil’d and roaf: 
** But ftomachs are fo cloy’d with novel-feeding, 
** Folks get a vitiated tafte in reading, 

** And want that ftrong provocative, a ghoft. 


*¢ Or tocome nearer, 
** And put the cafe a listle clearer: 


** Minds, 
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** Minds, juftlike bodies, fuffer enervation, 
*¢ By too much ufe ; 
*€ And fink into a ftate of relaxation, 
*¢ With long abufe. 
*¢ Now, a romance, with reading debauchees, 
*¢ Roufes their torpid powers, when nature fails $ 
** And all thefe legendary tales 
Are to a worn-out mind, cantharides. 


** But howto curethe evil? you will fay : 
s¢ My recipe is laughing it away. 
** Lay bare the weak farrago of thofe men 
“© Who fabricate fuch vifionary fchemes ; 
*© Asif the night-mare rode upon their pen, 
** And troubled all their ink with hideous dreams. 
** For inftance, when a folemn ghoft ftalks in, 
** And, thro’ a myftic tale, is bufy, 
*6 Strip me the gentleman into his fkin; 
** Whatis he? 
** Truly, ridiculous enough ; 
* Mere trath ; and very childifh ftuff. 


«* Draw but a ghott, or fiend, of low degree, 
“¢ And all the bubble’s broken :—Let us fee.”’ 








The | Fn a Oe 
By the celebrated Peter Pinpar, Ef. 


fas not alone delight the hill, and lawn, 
And grottoes of {weet filence, and the rill, 
Soft trickling down with chafte and beamy drops: 
Yet, not alone delight the groves and fhade, 

And wanton zephyrs, kiffing the wild flow’rs, 
And ftealing the rich fragrance on their wings : 
Yet, not alone delights the riv’let’s maze, 

Now loft, now breaking ’midft the vallies forth, 
Diffufing health and plenty as it glides : 

For, too, in love with nature’s rude fublime, 

I court the promontory’s dizzy fteep, 

And view, with thudd’ring paufe, the mafly rock, 
Rifing in dark and folemn majetty, 

High o’er the thunders of the threatening deep, 
Repelling the rude buffets of the winds 

That how! around him, while with favage roar 
The tambling billows brave his fteady front ; 
But, impotent in infolence, repell’d, 

And fcatter’d into foam, flow they retreat, 

With fullen and reluctant {weep—again, 
Colleéting all their frothy fragments, huge, 

They heave, unwieldy, lab’ring ; on they roll, 
Now climbing, fwelling, with cumultuous rage, 
A fecond deluge pouring on his head, 

Unmov’d, and frowning, firm in confcious ftrength, 
Yielding a few {mail pebbles from his fides 

In feeming mockery ! 
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that’s all I have to fay toit;”’ andthen went away. Twodays 
before this Colonel Bell cirected the witnefs to fend the orderly 
Serjeant to inform Mr. Crigan that the Colonel wanted to 
{peak tohim. He immediately came to the Colonel’s lodgings, 
and the witnefs heard the Colonel fay to him, ‘* Good morn- 
ing, Sir; Lam forry to trouble you by fending for you, but fe- 
veral men are reported abfent from the parade with Ieave3 
I with you to be on parade to certify for them. Several fick 
men appear in the ftreets very dirty, [ think cleantinefs would 
contribute to their recovery; but 1 do not with any foldier to 
attend who is really fick.” Mr. Crigan acquicfced in this. 
He ftaid about ten minutes; they appeared on gentlemanly 
terms; Colonel Bell {poke very mildly. 

Gervafe Rainey, Efq. Captain in the 46th regiment of foot, 
depofed, That on the 11th of June laft, Capt. Forfter came 
alone into his bed-room, and faid to him, ** 1 muft be off im- 
mediately on account of an unfortunate accident, Crigan 
has called out Bell, who has fhot him through the body.” 
He told him that Crigan fired firft. Colonel Bell alfo came 
into the witnefs’s room. He faid an unfortunate bufinefs had 
taken place. He was extremely forry, but he had been forced 
toit. He appeared much agitated and hurt. While the re- 
giment was lying at Doncafter, Mr. Crigantold the witne{s he 
was determined to call on the Colonel for fatisfaciion, for an 
affront given byhim inthe Weft Indies, whenever he had an ope 
portunity; the witnefs faid he was forry he fhould make fucha 
ferious affair of it, as it had lain over fo long, that he had better 
let it pafs altogether, and that no imputation of blame would 
lay with bim on that account, Crigan replied, that it was a 
ferious thing for a young man to have his character blown 
upon; that he was relolved to have it fettled, and he fuppofed it 
would be determined in the field.—Captain Rainey being afked 
as to the charaéter of Colonel Bell, faid, that he was a man of 
humanity, integrity, and honour, and that he was in every refpect 
a gentleman. On the fame queftion refpecting Captain 
Forfter, he faid he ftood as high as any man for thofe qualities. 
James Peter Kingfton, Ef. alfo a Captain in the 46:b, depofed, 
he joined the repimert on the 1ft of January laft, at Poole. 
He was intimate with Crigan, who folic.ted him to be his fe- 
cond, when an opportunity offered to call out Colonel Bell, 
who then was, and had been for fome time the Commanding 
Officer with the regiment: that there is an etiquette among 
military men, which prevents them from feeking redrels for any 
affront, fo long as the gentleman who has givenit is the Come 
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manding Officer with the regiment. The witnefs declined 
acceding tohis requeft, and told him it was wrong to harbour 

efentment fo long; he however perfifted, and took this advice 
angrily. He faid, * Do you think I will put up with fuch 
language, or fuclrill treatment?’ He told him the affront was 
given in Martinique, in June, 1796: That he had called on 
Colonel Bell at his lodgings there, and afked him if the eggs 
were hatched (alluding to a bird’s neft which was out of the 
window); to this the Colonel replied, “ You muft either be 
drunk or mad ! get out of the room !”—On which he retired, 
On Saturday, June roth laft, Crigancame to this witnefs’s 
lodgings, to confult him refpecting Colonel Bell’s anfwer toa 
demand he had fent him for fatisfaction, The anfwer was, that 
the Colonel would mect him with his fervant. The witnefs ad- 
vifed Crigan not to accede to this, as he thought a fervant was a 
very improper perfon to accommodate fuch an affair, and re- 
guefted him tolet him knowif any thing more fhould be de- 
cided that evening. He heard nothing more till Sunday morn- 
ing, when he foundhe had been wounded, The witnefs alfo 
depofed, that the regiment had been at ‘Tiverton before it went 
to Poole, and Mr. Crigan told him that Colonel Bell either had 
drank his health, or afked him to join him with a glafs of wine, 
but that he turned away and took no notice. While at Poole, 
he endeavoured four or five times to difluade Crigan from his 
purpofe, but he was ftill bent on it. That in April lait, Co- 
Jone! Bell gave Mr, Crigan leave of abfence.— When he was 
recalled, he was very angry, although the witnefs told him Co- 
lone! Bel! could not avoid it, as General Scott was his fupcrior 
officer, and it was in confequence of his orders, When the 
affront was given at Martinique, Colonel Bell was confined to 
his room, and ill; that Mr, Crigan was of a hafty temper, aad 
that Colonel Bell and Captain Forfter were men of humanity, 
integrity, and honour. 

Some other officers proved tb the fame effect, 

Lieutenant Colonel Bell addrefled the Court in his defence, 
in which he obferved be had been an officer in his Majefty’s 
fervice for the {pace of 26 years, nearly 25 0f which he was 
employed on foreign fervice, and until this unfortunate affair, he 
was never engaged in any quarrel whatever; onthe prefenr oc- 
cafion, fo far from being the aggrefior, he had ufed every poffible 
means to conciliate Mr. Crigan, and toavert him froma pur- 
pofe, which he had harboured for fome time. “ Mr. Crigan 
was determined, and I had no choice but either to quit my 
profeffion and live a life of ignominy, or yield myfelf to his 
uajuft and importuuate calls upon me. ‘The circamftance of 
Captai> 
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Captain Forfter being joined with me as a defendant, deprives 
me of the opportunity of proving, by his evidence, the unfor~ 
tunate and inadequate caufe of Mr. Crigan’s refentment. 
His cafe and that of my fervant, furely deferve the utmoft pity. 
I will add nothing more for mytfelf, but my thanks for the kind 
attention with which you have heard this addrcfs, and refpect~ 
fully fubmit my cafe to your humane confideration.” 

Captain Forfter left his cafe to the Court, as did Owen 
Evans. 

The Learned Judge fummed up the evidence with the 
greateft accuracy, and commented on the faéts with the utmoft 
cangour. His Lordfhip, after ftating that no characters could 
itand higher than thofe of the Colonel and Captain Forfter, 
dire&ted the Jury to take the whole into their confideration, 
and if they thought favourably of the prifoners, they would 
exercife the power they had of mitigating the verdi& as to the 
Colonel, to that of manflaughter; and of acquitting Captain 
Forfter and Owen Evans. . 

The Jury, after a confultation of two minutes, returned a ver- 
di& of —Guilty of Manflaughter againft Colonel Bell; and 
acquitted Captain Forfter and Owen Evans; and the Court 
in confideration of the circumftances of the. cafe, fentenced 
Colone! Bell to paya fine of 6s. 8d. and be imprifoned one 
month. 





HUNTINGDON SUMMER ASSIZES, 1797. 
Roe ex Den Day, v. Day. 


THIS caufe came on to be tried before Mr. Juftice Heath 
and a fpecial jury, on Monday, July 31. 

This was the caufe fo much talked of, as being like the 
Douglas cafe. 

Mr, Erfkine, on the part of the plaintiff, opened the caufe 
in avery able manner. He produced evidence to prove, that 
the defendant was the child of one of the witnefies, and not of 
the late Mr.and Mrs. Day and clofed the evidence on the 
part of the plaintiff with what appeared, in that ftage of the 
caufe, tobe a very ftrong cafe. 

Mr Serjeant Le Blane, on the part of the defendant, ftated 
to the jury the evidence and verdi given in a caufe tried be- 
tween the prefent plaintift’s father, and the defendant in his in- 
fancy, on the death of bis father, and the truftees coming into 
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poffeffion for the infant’s ufe, about fourteen years ago; on 
which trial the two women who were examined by the plaintiff, 
to prove the child to ‘be one of their’s, voluntarily came fore 
wards, and {wore to feeing Mrs. Day delivered of her child, 
Tt was proved, on the part of the defendant, that Mrs. Day was 
with child when the left her hufband to go into Staffordhhire, 
and that fhe went there for the purpofe of lying-in. It was 
alfo proved, that Mrs Day, being defirous of having an heir 
to the eftate, had provided a child to prefent to her hufband, in 
cafe her own had not been born alive, or fhould have died foon 
after its birth; that after being delivered of her own fhe 
difpofed of the other child; that fhe fuckled her child for fome 
months after her return to her hufband ; and that the defene 
dant refembled the late Mr. Day. 

In the courfe of the caufe, which lafted from ten o’clock on 
Monday forenoon until three on Tuefday morning, many cir- 
cumftances of doubt occurred ; but the jury, after much con- 
fideration, returned a verdi@ for the defendant. 

The eftate in difpute is about 1000}. per annum. 





Interefting Account of the Life and tragical Death of 
Count R******gx, commonly called F.G. Meyer. 


(Continued from Page 150.) 


ROM this period aremarkable alteration took place. His 
body became debilitated, his appetite failed, and a total 
languor was clearly perceivable; his vivacity, through the 
many fhocks which he had fuftained, began fenfibly to leave 
him, and, during the few fucceeding nights, he was not only 
deprived of fleep, but fubjected to fainting and hyfteric fits. 
So violently, indeed, was he attacked by thefe maladies, that 
his keepers were obliged to callin the aid of a phyfician at the 
moft unfeafonable hours; nor did they fuppofg that he would 
live till the fatal Thurfday appointed for his execution. After 
that time, alfo, I never converfed with him, than as be lay, fick, 
extended on his bed, and particularly on the Tuefday, I found 
him fo much exhaufted, that, to comprehend what he faid, 
I was under the neceflity of applying my ear to his mouth, 
This extreme debility, however, nearly vanifhed on the Wed- 
nefday, and he endeavoured to fummon all his fortitude; bat 
ftill he feemed irrefolute, running precipitately from one ob- 
ject to another, accompanied with an evident alarm. 
As 
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As to his intelle@ual faculties, I obferved that he main- 
tained a fingular prefence of mind, and {till no fmall portion 
of his accuftomed vivacity, perceivable, at leaft, in three 
poetic epiftles, written in French, and all addrefled to me the 
laft evening, night, and morning, of his earthly career. 

Noiwithitanding this fprightlinefs of conception, increafing 
alarm at the idea of death, ice-cold horrors at the ignominy 
by which it was to be accompanied, and uncommon diforder, 
were fometimes vifible. His labouring heart panted for eafe 
and comfort, bur could no where find either the one or the 
other. His own pofitions were floating grafs, that had not 
fuficient ftrength to bear him up. He feelingly exclaimed, 
“ Miferable being ! that haft nothing but thy philofophy, and 
that canft not place fufficient confidence in the Gofpel !—But 
cannot you give me another foul ? Can you not order it fo, 
that] may believe, that [ may think, as you think and as you 
believe? A thoufand ideas fly through my head; but Il am 
unable to conquer my doubts. I ardently wifh that I could 
derive thofe comforts from religion which you enjoy.” 

In a predicament like this, what courfe could 1 purfue? To 
prove his earneftnefs in the fearch of truth; to demontftrate 
religion, as a dodirine of grace and comfort, to his con{cience 5 
to further his penitence 3 as a miferable finner, fhew him 
Jefus ; devoutly pray by him, and encourage him to pray alfo: 
All this was certainly in my power, and I| performed it too, 
with a fincerity that highly pleated him, with feelings that were 
anfwered by his heart; but his mind was unconvinced, and 
I brought him no further than to an uncertain perhaps. ‘* Per- 
haps it is all as you fay, and, if it be fo, I hope that God will 
pardon my errors, as well as my crimes ; the firit are lefs my 
fault than the laft. I have not the {malleft repugnance to fal- 
vation, in the way that moft accords with the perfectnels of 
the Supreme Being; but | am an enemy of difflimulation, 
therefore 1 cannot impofe upon you by faying, § I believe all !’ 
And certainly you would vot wifh me to become a hypocrits 
in thefe my laft moments, merely for the fake of giving you 
fatisfaction !” 

As the awful period drew near, he fhewed lefs inclination 
than before to join in controverfy, lefs earneftnefs, lefs defire, 
to reafon long on religious fubjects, frequentiy ftriving to give 
the converfation a different turn, to.divert the courle of his 
thoughts, and to conceal or tranquillife his increafing un- 
cafinels, 
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The laft evening, although I ftayed with the unhappy youth 
a confiderable time, it was out of my power to arreft his at- 
tention ; all was confufednefs, inconitancy, extravagance, and 
now and then even infanity. I attributed this to the awfulnels 
of his fitwation, and to alarm and emotion, nor was | unap- 
prehenfive that, the enfuing day, I fhould find him either raving 
with defpair, or expiring of terror. However, elevating 
himfelf in bed, at the fide of which I kneeled, be heartily ai- 
fifted at prayer. Scarcely had I ended, ere he precipitatcly 
Jleaned towards me, embraced and bedewed me with tears, 
thanked me for all my kind fervices, and fignified a hope that 
I would preferve for his afhes the recollection of friendfhip 
or at leaft compaffion. Before I could difengage myielf cam 
his arms, he ardently kifled my cheek, and cried, fobbing, 
Take that kifs for me to your wife and your children, if 
they will be good enough to receive it of a malefactor, and 
teil them it is my prayer “that they may alwajs be happy !” 

This unexpected farewell difconcerted me; I feared that 
he again cherifhed the idea of fuicide, notwithftanding my 
conviction that the fcheme wasimpracticable. I did not con- 
ceal from bim my aftonifhment, obferving, that his manner 
feemed ftrange, fince we were to fee each other once more 
the next morning. But he anfwered, “ To-morrow we 
fhall here be fo crouded, that no opportunity will offer of 
fpeaking without conftraint, and who knows if I fhall then be 
able to take leave of you in a proper manner?” In fhort, 
with my whole foul, I bleffed and commended him to God and 
the Lord Jefus Chrift. Having promifed to vifit him again 
at ten o’clock the next morning, I departed, with inward grief 
and with a fupplicating heart. His eye followed me, he kifled 
his hand towards me when I was at fame diftance, and I {hill 
heard his favourite * God blefs you!”’ and * Adieu!” as 
the-officers bolted the iron grated door of his cell. 

No fooner was the miferable Frederick Meyer alone, than 
he wrote me a letter, one alfo at eleven o’clock, and at fix in 
the morning a third. He likewife addrefled a letter to the 
principal Judge on the Bench, and one io Doctor Van Noor- 
den, an eminent phyfician of Rotterdam, for whom he enter- 
tained the higheft efteem. Notwithitanding this manner of 
employment, he pafied thofe gleomy hours in whirlwinds cof 
diftrefs, Early in the morning he requefted his attendants to 
Jet him lie without interruption till ten o’clock, and to call him 
only a little before the time that I had appointed for our final 

6 interview. 
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interview. Thofe who watched by him that’ night undertook 
to gratify his defire. 

At length the folemn morning arrived, which I had long fo 
painfully “expected. Labouring under many affli@ting fenfas 
tions, I prepared myfeif for the difcharge of an extraordinary 
tatk, uhhowgh I little furmifed that fuch an office would fall to 
my thare, hat which [ was cailed upon, by God and my 
duty, to difcharce. 

Never fhall I forget that 25th of May, the moft horrid, the 
mot gloomy, and the molt folemn of all days that I had 
hitherto feen. With a heart fupplicating for affiftance, anda 
tranquil con fidence in God, who never yet expoied metoa 
blufh, when I placed my reliance there, I mrs the 
Town Houle. The clock fruck ten as 1 effeéted my ens 
trance through a numerous multitude, and the civil and mili- 
tary guards. But with what alarm did I behold, within, a 
bufiling throng, full of perturbation and di robrcnge ! the true 
reafon of which I could by no means devife; burt that, never= 
thelcfs, I fortly learnt, with terror incapable of uugmentationy 
and concern that nothing could furpats. 

Scarcely five minutes before the period of which I have juft 
fpoken, the prifoner had been called, the officer who wanted to 
{peak with him being then on his way to the prifon, The 
two keepers left their feats, im order to unbolt the iron door of 
his cell, and the prifoner, taking advantage of that inftant, gave 
himfelf a furious thruft with a lancet on the right fide ot his 
neck, in the form of a crefcent, which greatly dilated, if it did 
not entirely cut off, the arteria carotis : ind vena jugularis, The 
wind-pipe was entirely divided, and ftreams of blood iflued 
from the wound, ‘The unhappy youth inftantaneoufly fainted, 
and without any confcioufnels of exiftence lay weltering in gore. 

Having fomewhat recovered of the firft fhock, I haftened 
tothe dungcon, and, never can I banifh from memory the 
tragic fcene which then met my view! Never had I feena 
felf-murderer, never had I feen any mortal, fwimaing ina 
fanguinary ftream, much lefs a man to whom my heart was 
fo intimately attached. Betweeu this milerabie youth and 
myfelf a certain band exifted, which fentiment had formed, 
and that was rendered yet more faft by circumftances and fre- 
quent intercourie. I had often laboured, convericd, and (up 
plicated with him, that [ might, through the confolation which 
the Golpel atfords, conferve his mind from defpair, and ine 
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paration for death, Let any one conceive, then, if the horrors 
of fuch a fcene be within the compafs of imagination, what 
contending paffions took pofieffion of my mind, what I felt, 
what I fuffered, at finding, unexpectedly, a man like this im- 
merfed in his blood, that ftreamed around; in blood which his 
own hands had fhed, that he had fpilled from defpairing pride, 
in order to. deaden the fentiment of public fhame, the traces 
of death fitting on his pale vifage, having life as an animal, 
but deprived of fpeech ‘and obfervation ; ; and add to all this 
the confideration, * Sodied a man, confufed in his ideas of 
God, blind as to his views of eternity, without {ubdfantial 
hope, without a knowledge of Chrift, without confolation!” 
A moment like that 1 would not with my greateft enemy. 
That concern remained, which the reprefentation of this 
tragedy, and all its attendant circumftances, had occafioned ; 
but by degrees my heart grew calmer, and my {pirits more 
tranquil. The whole Bench of Juftices now entered the 
apartment, and the letters were ‘found which this unhappy youth 
had written but a few hours before, and left, in order that they 
might be delivered as diredted, after his deceafe. 1 received 
the three addreffed to myfelf, as foon as they had been opened 
and read, at my own requeft. In one written to the principal 
officer, he gave him to underftand, “ That the initrument 
with which he deftroyed himfelf,”’ (and which they found 
lying at his fide) “* had been given him by Alexander Medy, 
and that therefore he requetted his keepers might neither meet 
with blame nor punifhment, they being perfectly guiltiefs,”— 
This Alexander Medy, who had been delivered up to the 
French garrifon, and thot for murder* a few weeks before, was 
at firft confined in the fame apartment with Meyer, and even 
took leave of him before he went out to execution, fo that there 
was no want of opportunity for transferring the fatal lancet. 


* A particular account of this fh ocking murder was given in 
the Star, and from thence copied into other diurnal papers, fome 
timein April, 1796. Medy had been an army furgeon, and it is 
fuppofed he fhewed Meyer the moft eafy and expeditious way of 
fevering his thread of exiftence.—As to himfelf, he was neither 
difmayed at the profpe& of death, nor folicitous about futurity ; 
he walked with perfect unconcern to the 1 of execution, and 
the inftant on arriving atthe appointed {pot, he threw off his coat, 
placed his nec! keloth before his eyes, kneeled, and gave the fignal 
to fire, fo that a very few moments pafled, from the commences 
met:t to the conclufion of that fatal ceremony. 

(To be continued.) 
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